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Following the money: the influence of the commercial sector on the topography and fabric of Dublin since 1500
This paper aims to elucidate the various places for money-making in Dublin from 1500 onwards, and to examine to what extent the topography of the city was itself influenced by the location of exchanges, markets and manufactories. By setting these locales within the context of the overall topographical development of the city, it is hoped to explain the positioning of the centres of commercial activity in relation to residential quarters as developed under private and public auspices, and to assess the nature of the buildings and premises themselves as suggestive of the values and identity of the commercial sector in Dublin over the period. Included in this survey will be buildings such as the Tholsel, the Custom Houses, the Royal Exchange, and various market houses and spaces. Attention will also be drawn to the often competing influences at play in the location of new commercial facilities, including mercantile, municipal and state interests, as well as those of agencies of cultural and economic improvement such as the Wide Streets Commissioners and the Ballast Office, predecessor of the Port and Docks Board. 

Dr Patrick Walsh
University College London

Dublin bankers in the age of the South Sea Bubble

In October 1720 the bubble in the trade for South Sea Company shares burst. The impact of the resulting crash on the London stock market was felt beyond the British capital. In Edinburgh the Bank of Scotland was forced to restrict its lending as the ‘credit crunch’ hit. In Dublin, however, the effects were greater again. A short-lived run on the banks, the inspiration for Jonathan Swift’s poem, A Run Upon the Bankers, was halted by the intervention of Ireland’s richest and most powerful politician, Speaker William Conolly, who used his credit to protect the banks. The ‘run’ was short-lived but nevertheless it raises questions about the Dublin banking world. Who were the bankers that Conolly sought to guarantee and Swift pillory?  What was the nature of their business? How exposed were they to the international markets? This paper will address some of these questions offering a window into a period when Dublin’s banks were lauded for their vibrancy and adaptability. It will show us how the nascent Dublin banking scene fitted into a world where financial innovation was commonplace, and show how these broader innovations influenced developments in the Irish capital during what historians like to call the financial revolution. 
Dr Alison FitzGerald
Department of History, NUI Maynooth
Credit, capital and commerce: business strategies in Dublin’s luxury trades during the long eighteenth century

This paper will consider a range of commercial strategies employed by goldsmiths and jewellers in eighteenth-century Dublin to survive and at best thrive in an exclusive but competitive sector of the market.  During a period when England developed a reputation for technological and commercial innovation in terms of the ‘world of goods', and new materials and imported wares offered ever increasing choices for consumers across the British Isles, Dublin goldsmiths faced considerable challenges to their livelihoods.  How did they rise to these challenges?  What kinds of options allowed them to keep costs down?  To what extent did their practices mirror those of counterparts in London or in Paris?  Bankruptcy was not uncommon – why did it beleaguer a trade synonymous with gentility and prestige?

Martyn Powell
Aberystwyth University
Spaces of Indebtedness in Eighteenth-Century Dublin

Debtors in eighteenth-century Dublin occupied an ambiguous position in the city’s social and political life. They were the recipients of a good deal of philanthropy from Dublin’s civic elite – including clubs and societies, theatres and the largesse of private individuals - but they were also regarded as a drain on the body politic, and a particular danger to the livelihood of tradesmen. This paper seeks to build upon my existing work on the relationship between Irish patriotism and indebtedness and explore the ways in which debt was associated with particular spaces in eighteenth-century Dublin, and how those spaces shaped notions of credit and debt. The focus will be upon two particular sites – the Marshalsea and the coffee house. Both of these locations saw conclusions and solutions (sometimes temporary) to problems of indebtedness. Marshalseas focusing on the bodies of the indebted, and coffee houses, through auctions of the goods of bankrupts, their possessions. Although the coffee house is frequently pushed to the forefront of the development of a public sphere, it can be argued that the Marshalsea was no less a reflection of Dublin society’s progressive, improving, sociable and associational impulses. Equally the connection between the coffee house and bankruptcy cases must complicate a somewhat narrow assessment of its contribution to civil society. Much of this discussion will be infused with the concerns of a burgeoning patriotic politics, as well as the tensions caused by the fracturing of older notions of credit and ‘gift-giving’ cultural expectations.   

Dr Johanna Archbold 

Profits and Losses in the eighteenth-century Irish book trade

Publishing and bookselling were respectable trades in eighteenth century Ireland however capital and cash flow were a constant issue, and the reason why many major works were published by subscription into the early nineteenth century. Capital expenditure on type, paper, presses and the long payment terms between delivery of stock and full payment meant that several well-respected and largely successful publishers and booksellers found themselves bankrupt or close to bankruptcy at one point or another in their careers. This paper will consider the circumstances and experiences of publishers and booksellers in times of financial difficulty using evidence from newspapers, correspondence and the published items of their trade.
Dr Ruth McManus 
St. Patrick's College, Drumcondra
Through the Crampton lens: making money in twentieth-century Dublin
George J. Crampton came to Dublin in the 1870s to earn his living as a builder.  His enterprise evolved into one of the largest construction companies in Ireland, but always retained strong links with the city. Although perhaps best known for its high-quality housing schemes, G. & T. Crampton built everything from banking halls to public houses, and from cigarette factories to bakeries.  This paper, drawing on the company’s photographic archive which stretches back into the late nineteenth century, will showcase some key projects undertaken by G. & T. Crampton, as a means of exploring the evolution of commercial Dublin over the course of the twentieth century.  A series of snapshots will be used to highlight the changing ways in which money was made in the capital.  It will demonstrate phases of expansion in different trades, industries and commercial sectors, which have left their mark in the built environment and the geography of the city.  Beginning with the retail and food-processing activities of Edwardian Dublin, the paper will then illustrate the impact of protectionism, post-WWII shifts in the location and nature of industry, the 1960s office boom and the urban renewal phase from the mid-1980s.  The typical projects of each period serve as a reminder of the evolving ways in which citizens have made their money in Dublin through the decades.

Sparky Booker
Trinity College Dublin
Reflections on the Franchise Roll of Dublin, 1500-1512

The franchise roll of Dublin contains the names of the men and women who were granted the freedom of the city in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. Although there is an excellent published edition of the roll, it remains a curiously underutilized source, and the wealth of information it contains about the economy and society of late medieval and early modern Dublin has not been adequately explored. The roll records not only the names of newly enfranchised individuals, but also their occupations and the reason that they were admitted to the city franchise. Admission to the franchise was often earned by serving an apprenticeship under a citizen or through one’s father, husband, or wife. It could also be granted ‘at the instance’ of the mayor or bailiffs, or by ‘special grace’, which was given at the discretion of the city council. This paper will focus on the franchise roll in the first twelve years of the sixteenth century and in particular on those individuals who gained the franchise by ‘special grace’ or who were singled out for admission by mayors or bailiffs. It will determine whether individuals with particular trades or occupations were most often enfranchised in this manner, and speculate on why they may have been chosen by the mayor and council. It will discuss the possibility that the admission of a particular tradesman by special grace indicates that there was a shortage of workers in that trade in the city, and use this to draw conclusions about the economy of the city of Dublin at the start of the sixteenth century. 

Susan Galavan
Trinity College Dublin
‘Get money honestly if you can, but get it’: Financing Dublin’s Victorian suburbs

Ireland’s recent economic downfall has been attributed to an over-reliance on house construction, fuelled by widespread access to cheap credit. But the home - a basic social need - has long been exploited for financial gain and been a driver of the wider economy. Turning to one of Dublin’s early housing booms, this paper explores the theme of urban finance within the context of the nineteenth-century city. During Queen Victoria’s reign Dublin’s population grew by over 43% as it expanded to form new residential suburbs. Speculative developers acquired plots in empty fields beyond the canals, carving out new streetscapes lined with red brick houses. How did speculators finance this unprecedented urban expansion in the context of a relatively constrained banking sector? Access to finance was dependent on the profile of the developer who came in various forms in the nineteenth century. Based on new doctoral research, this paper outlines the roles of some of these speculators and the financial models that underpinned their operations. How profitable was house building in the city’s Victorian suburbs and did the end justify the means? I will show that despite the economic challenges of the time there was in fact ample opportunity for enterprise in Dublin’s rapidly advancing Victorian city.  

Eoin Magennis 
InterTradeIreland

Regulations and making money in 18th-century Dublin: The case of coal

Governments and businesses have long attempted a balancing act between commercial activity or making money and regulating this to avoid abuses of various kinds. The later eighteenth century is seen as a turning point when a more heavily regulated economy gradually gave way to market forces supported by the ideas of free trade. The case study being used here is that of the coal trade, one of the key necessities for Dublin's population. The organisation of this trade was structured in order to ship in imports from England and then sell smaller lots of fuel to rich and poor consumers alike. The actors involved were the ships' captains, coal factors/merchants, porters and carmen. A lasting suspicion hung over the coal trade that it was beset by cartels and anti-competitive actions. The Dublin crowd, the Merchants' Guild, the Irish Privy Council and the parliament all tried to regulate the trade to prevent excessive price rises. Their efforts included crowd disturbances, inspection regimes, proclamations against fraudulent practises and laws against market-making and in favour of public coal-yards to cater for poorer citizens. This paper tells the story of the coal trade and its relevance for making money in Dublin and consumer attitudes to this.
Stephanie Rains 
Centre for Media Studies, NUI Maynooth
Grub Street in Dublin: a geography of the printing and publishing industry in the early 20th C

In 1721, a pamphlet published in Dublin entitled ‘A Letter of Advice to a Young Poet’ complained that despite the city’s literary credentials, it had no equivalent of London’s Grub Street – a specific street or area in which the printing and publishing industry was congregated.  Nevertheless, by the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, one or two streets in the city centre could lay claim to being Dublin’s ‘Grub Street’, and the city certainly had a thriving publishing industry, despite concerns at the time that Ireland was being ‘swamped’ by large numbers of cheap publications from London.  This paper examines the geography of Dublin’s printing and publishing industry at that time, focussing upon the congregation of publishers, printers, advertising agents, booksellers and newsagents in and around certain areas of the city.  The spatial organisation of the industry in itself throws some light upon the ways in which it would have operated – for example it allows us to see the physical connections between the different but co-dependent parts of the industry.  The spatial organisation of publications also reflects, to a surprising degree, their ideological organisation, with a clear north side/south side divide between types of publication.  This paper will outline the principle features of Dublin’s early twentieth-century ‘cultural quarter’, especially the area around Middle Abbey Street.  It will also discuss some of the interconnections between the owners and managers of the publishing industry and other major businesses of the time, especially those clustered around the north-side cultural quarter.
Dr Trish Stapleton
Trinity College Dublin

Women’s business: Did women make money in early seventeenth-century Dublin?
As scholarship has shown, women's work made a major contribution to the Irish economy in the early modern period. All available family members contributed at home to the production of food and other necessities as well as to the family income. Women’s work included such tasks as cooking, sewing, washing, spinning, butter and cheese making, child care, nursing and other caring work. In rural areas, women and children also assisted on the farm with jobs such as milking cows, weeding, binding sheaves and feeding poultry and pigs. Domestic service, wet nursing, child-minding, sewing and laundry work in the houses and castles of the rich were also an important source of paid employment. It is unsurprising that women’s work sat firmly within the domestic sphere and, almost certainly, any money earned was for the provision of sustenance for the household. Does this mean, however, that women could not make money outside the family circle? In the early seventeenth century, Dublin was the most affluent port in Ireland and had emerged as a thriving metropolis. Nobles, gentry, merchants, tradesmen and commoners alike were involved in a wide range of money making activities. Many made money through land speculation as well as through large scale activity in money-lending and other businesses. There were certainly many women who were wealthy in their own right, albeit through dowers and inheritance which, of course, firmly enmeshed them in the traditional domestic sphere. But, could women make money outside of this domain? Through an examination of, albeit limited, extant sources this paper will question if women were employed outside the traditional domestic sphere and discover if they, like their male counterparts, involved themselves in business and make money as individuals in early seventeenth-century Dublin?
Franc Myles
Chief Archaeologist at Archaeology and Built Heritage
At the cutting edge: the business around the production and export of fine flint crystal from Smithfield 1675 - c.1700.

The arrival from Nijmegen of John Odacio Formica brought to the city one of the four men responsible for the heated technological revolution then underway in the production of what is today referred to as lead crystal. It was now possible to obtain something close to the clarity of modern crystal by reducing or eliminating both the impurities within the raw materials used and those impurities introduced throughout the process itself. However, the innovation which truly advanced the production of flint, or what was known as ‘white’ glass was developed due to the necessity of manufacturing a product which would not suffer ‘crizzling’, or surface degradation. The formula was applied in Dublin, and fine glasswares were produced as early as, if not before they were produced in the better known English glasshouse of George Ravenscroft.  An economic refugee with technological secrets, an Italian Jew fleeing the French invasion of the Dutch Republic, Formica was bringing a new technology to a new suburb, an area which underwent its initial urban development as late as 1666 and was indeed still under construction. This paper examines from an archaeological perspective how Formica and his family may have fitted in to the commercial milieu of the nascent Smithfield and indeed how their own business expanded into the New World, where their drinking glasses can be distinguished from technologically identical English exports by a distinctive meraise or lip running around the stem. 

Chris Horn 

Making money from Dublin in the 1990s: a brief retrospective on IONA Technologies.

The talk will review the economic backdrop to when IONA was founded in 1991, and the steps taken from campus company spin out to the tenth largest software company by revenue in the world by 2000.

6

